
Defining "Good" Writing:
Attitudes and Ideology in 
Anglophone Canadian University 
Language Policy



"WHAT MAKES GOOD 
WRITING IS HARD TO 

DESCRIBE..."

“…I JUST KNOW IT WHEN I 
SEE IT."



WHAT 
MAKES 
"GOOD" 
WRITING?

•

•

•

QUESTIONS FOR PRACTITIONERS



  (MacDonald, 

2020)

LANGUAGE 
POLICY IN 
HIGHER ED



DISCURSIVE APPROACH 
TO POLICY

POLICY AS DISCOURSE 



Examples of Language Policy 
Focused on Writing
 (MacDonald, 2020)

COURSE AND 
PROGRAM 
REQUIREMENTS

CURRICULA AND 
COURSE CONTENT

CORRECTION 
CODES, KEYS

POST-ENROLLMENT 
LANGUAGE 
ASSESSMENT



•

•

•

WRITTENNESS
(TURNER, 2018)



•

•

•

WRITTENNESS
(TURNER, 2018)



GOOD WRITING POLICY

•

•

•

•



WRITTNNESS IN 
THIS POLICY



SO WHAT?
WHAT’S THE PROBLEM WITH 

WRITTENNESS?

IT’S A TAKEN-FOR-GRANTED 
ASSUMPTION WHICH 

MARGINALIZES MANY 
USERS OF ENGLISH



Monolingual Ideologies, 
Multilingual Institutions 



How can practitioners "destabilize" 
unspoken assumptions?

MAKE THE 
INVISIBLE VISBLE 
IN OUR PRACTICE

TEACH WRITING 
AS A SKILL, NOT 
AN ART. 

LEARN AND TEACH 
ACCEPTANCE OF A 
“BUMPY RIDE”

PLURAL AND 
INCLUSIVE 
DEFINITION OF 
"GOOD" WRITING



QUESTIONS?

DO YOU HAVE 

EXAMPLES OF 

“WRITTENNESS” 

IN ACTION?

THANK YOU!
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